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Purge Hits €. 


‘Spies Going hr bio the i ve 


ach; ‘By FRANK VAN RIPER oe: ret we 
as ington “(News Bureau)—Acting with the ap royal of Presi ae 
dent Carter, CLA Director Adm. Stansfield Turner is Lone a rt . 
level purge of the spy agency, forcing his top deputy into early retire: 1 
ment and targeting the CIA’s much- criticized clandestine’ operations - zy 


division for a major house-cleaning. | 
’ Career intelligence’ executive Ev 


Benry (Hank) “Kreche, CiA deputy-| li 


director, reportedly wa3 forced to quit: 
by” Turner. The agency, however, denied. 
in a written statement that. there are 
any plans “for major changes ‘in the 
CIA organization at this time. oe 

: But no sooner was the official state- 
ment released than Knoche himself, in 
a message to fellow employes, declarea 
that “major change looms on the hori- 
zon, and properly so.” 

Knoche said that he decided to- step 
aside now to facilitate the director's 
task as he prepares to make decisions 
about new organization forms and the 
new kind of “leadership hhat he will 
need to carry out future plans’; 

Turner’s action appearei aimed at 
consolidating his positicn against inter- 
nal sniping "from agency vaierans, re- 


sentful of Turner’s Navy background: 


and “hard-right rudder” manner. 
The last Navy man to head the intel- 


...ligence agency, Adm. William Rabotn. 3 


Lyndon Johnson appointee, was the tar-- 
. get of widespread agency bacabiting 
throughout his” “brief tenure as’. eae 
chief, 
informed | source ‘told: The News: 0 
One informed source told The News: 


-. “Obviously, Turner. does not want to 
~ happen to him what. happeneded to Ra- 


born, # he has made the first move.” - 


-management of the clandestine opera- { 


relations with his boss,.but may. hav! 


: 2 Yesterday afternoon, in a rare sabe 3 
lic statement, the CIA confirmed that- 


‘Knoche-— who last January received - 
the highest civilian award for distin-.. 


guished service —- had submitted nis . 
resignation last week, effectiva Aug. I. ~ 
Knoche is 52. Mandatory retirement | 
age in. the CIA is 65. Peat | 
Retirement Reports Denied ~~ 


“In response to questions, CIA 


.Spokesman Dennis Berend denied a re- 


port that Turner has requested the -} 
ealry retirment of the two top men ir } 
the division, William Wells and Theo- 
dore Shackley. 

Berend would neither confirm nor- 


| deny that John McMahon, now in the ; 
- adininistrative section of CIA but who . 


has experience in the clandesting opera- 
tions division, .has been tapped. to re- - 
place Knoche. “4 

There were indications that Turner's 
actions ultimately could effect the top 


tions division and. result in the ealry 
retirement of - as many as~ at CIA’ 
veterans,’ ©-” 

Knoche, who sonredas: Antecine CIA: 
director until Turner fook over from + 
objected to. Turner’s plan for an’ appar--. 
ently sweeping housecleaning. of. the. | 
clandestine operations division. ° ee ae 
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; CIA housecleaning® 
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_ WASHINGTON: [UPI]—CIADireetor| 
Stansfield Turner:-has: forced : his-Nov4 


Gerald Ford, eeslenad after Carter was | 


elected. 


' deputy to retire and has demanded the 
“Yetiremerit of ‘the, top! command ‘of: sth 
agency’s clandestine, opétations, de eparts 
ment, sotirces ‘sald Wednesda de day. ; 4 


‘The sources: ‘said: ‘Turner had Tequest 
‘ed ‘the’ early. retirement: 6f- FE! Henry 
Knoche, ‘52, his deputy’ director decorat: | 
ed by President Carter in January, for 


"distinguished civilian service. "y 005. RYT. 
, Pare released © at adobe “that! 
, Said: ; a Say inde 


ae NE. 


fh ithe director or” central intélligeriée’ 


* éonfirms that the deputy director ‘of cen-4 


tral greene E. ae aveetaes sub-,: 


Presidenit has not Hs ‘nominated a’ ‘gue. 
“cessor: ‘ There * ‘are, no’ plans’. for forced 
-retirements or. reriovals of any top.CIA 
officials; ‘There are no‘ plans for’ major | 
fenanee the: bi on at this, 


‘Fresilert and confirmed ap the Senate. 


WHITE ‘HOUSE Press Secretary Jody’ 
iz Powell’ said’ “Turner “hag discussed his’ 


:, plans: ‘with. the President,, [but] not. with’ : 


wregard cto: every. specific change?’”"-Pow: 
i ell-said-hé did nbt know whether Carter, 
tad recelyed Knoche’s letter,” 

ESTA srequest for: early retirement: is “the 


‘torate, has been selected by Turner: to, 


Ray 


CTA: eee for a canend for ore 


s “for the: sdsy colin ‘of. ‘at “feast ‘to. 
men running‘ the CIA’s: ‘department re- 
« sponsible:.for. covert : operations,,; “dirty. 
i fricks," and undercover gathering of in : 
elligence, including the direttor. ‘and his | 


* deputy:-One source. called: it: a ‘whole: } ; 


‘sale purge.” a of 


bans May Hh cn Ee ae “h 


i ‘ephis. “comprises about ‘the’. ghole | 


cheadquarters command of that section, ’ 
Which is not. large,” ”_.the.source - said... 
“PAlmost, all’ are genioy orerrs 2 


CORNOCHE; A. onmen’ ‘navy veteran 


of World War II and. Korea, joined the 


_ CIA in 1953 aiid was confirmed as dept-., 


‘ ty to CIA, Director George Bush on June. , 
‘4 30, ,1976,. Bush, an. appointee of Presiderit. 


Before Turner took over in epctiarye | | 
Knoche ran the CIA as acting director... | 
The sources said John Mahon, now in 
the CIA’s administrative section and a. 


former member of the clandestine direc- | 


replace Knoche. . 
. The exact reasons for Knoche’s iced, 


: early” ‘retirement, were fot clear, ‘bit a 


“pattern. was evident in. thé. intended 
sweep by Turner of the Clandestine Op- 


- erations Directorate: 


HE REQUESTED the early retire- 


. ment .of William Wells and Theodore 


Shackley, the two top men in the Deputy | 
Directorate of Operations—the CIA . 
branch handling clandestine operations. | 
Both. are. agency veterans and one un- | 
} confirméd report. said they are resisting: 
the pressure to retire. 


att cae Se | 
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next erat 


os , Washington - (AP) = 
“the ‘Central Intelligence Agency has re- 
‘ signed effective next month, amid reports 


he was forced out by President Carter’s 


new CIA director. 
_ Adm. Stansfield-Turner, the CIA direc~ 
tor, confirmed through a spokesman. that? 
~E. Henry Knoche submitted his resigna- 
tion to President Carter July 5. The Nied 
nation is effective August 12 - #! °20} bas 
The ‘CIA ‘spokesman. wild “not: com 
-ment on news reports that the 24-year 
agency veteran was forced. to: retire by 
, Admiral Turner. ... ’ 
But an official. ‘statement ‘attempted to 
: “discount the reports that a major. wave of 
. firings was imminent, at the agency....; 
-..“There are no.plans.for forced retire- 
‘ments. or removals of any top CIA offi- 
.cials. There are.no.-plans for...major 
+ changes in. the CIA organization at this 
+time,”. the statement said. .o:2:s.ansirvad 
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‘tthat he would not carry out an order he 


The’ No.2 ‘man at 


¥~) Mr, Knoche,-52,; was named to the sec- 
“ond spot at.the CIA by President Ford in 


71976. Under an executive order issued by 


- Mr. Ford, Mr: Knoche was in charge of the 
CIA’ s day- ~to-day operations. 

At a February,’ 1977, news conference, 
Mr. Carter-said” that Mr: Knoche was 
“very competent.” Mr, Knoche was acting 

-director. of the CLA at the time, filling in | 
_between the resignation of George Bush as 


“CIA chief and: Admiral: Turner’s confirma- 


Hons: Fi OTR PT a oe 

et Abe hiss. confirmation: hearings, Mr. 
--Knoche: said the CIA is “an‘ instrument of 
-- foreign policy’: with major. decisions made 

“wby “higher. authority... 7 zis qssitcu Say) peti 


=: “We are not:the judges. of when we em- 
-tploy covert:action,”. he told the Senate in--. 


-telligence committee last June. 
3: Mr. Knoche: also told the committee | 


*considered.illegal or improper. He said he 
“would do one of three things: 

“Resign, go public; or come quietly tos og 
-the committee.” . <-> 
: At the White ‘House, ne presidential 
“press secretary, Jody. Powell, referred re-* 


porters to the CIA’s-statement about Mr.. 
Knoche’s resignation and said of the re- 
ports of further. ones, a, think the reports 
are exaggerated,.’") =: wd 
a in a statement of his-own to CIA em: 
-“playees issued-late yesterday afternoon, 
_ Mr. Knoche called his resignation “a most 
’ difficult. decision.” And he referred to: 
changes to come at the CIA. 


i etomgie eee 


. 
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By Nicholas M. Horrock : 
: ‘New York Times News Service. ead 5 
~ Adm. Stansfield Turner, director — 
_ Of central intelligence, | has an-_ 
‘nounced the resignation: of. his’. top 
aide, E: Henry Knoche, who, senior . 
Carter administration sources said, ; 
_had sharp policy differences with the = 
admirals. recs arisen gn” Be 
* The abrupt resignation, which was* ? 
- submitted: by letter. July 5,-revived 
phe Rider that Turner was having diffi- 
culty dealing with sagging employe 
morale in the agency, and that: he 
-had: had several disputes with the i 
professional intelligence officers who Be 
form the management of the agency. — 
Word- of. Knoche’s resignation had 
( _, Spread in’ Washington before Turn- 
se “er’s announcement yesterday,’ and 
- was followed by unconfirmed reports 
that the admiral was trying to force 
several senior members of the agen- 2555 
' ¢y’S covert operations. Section .into sae 


‘ early retirement. (orbs Ba 
; | But Turner. denied ‘such reports, - ae 
; > Saying: .. ae a 4 


; ERIS pO ce a or te aa og "UP 
~ petiiHIERE ARE NO plans for forced ~~ aga Jf ENRY KNOCHE | 
' retirements or. removals. of. any top. era slepas ate 
‘CIA officials. there are no plans for® 
. .major ghacges in the CIA organiza-.:.: : ra : a 
: . ~ ution at this time.” ote etna eae a 
ie perigenaets ‘with the; Teasingly counterrhanded by Turne vs 
-. ~ But Knoche, who has been with the and that his access to and relation- 
eo ueneh , f cous :, Sap withthe admiral’ were ‘ex. 
_ tion's highest: award. . for ©, distine-: tremely. formal and difficult. “The 
tag? Situation ‘deteriorated: tothe: point: | 
~+- Where I think he felt it served no pur~: 
come — Pose to-try to remain at his post,’ a>"! 
close associa de iy 
A So : 


properly so. Dealin 
enges will be an exciting task. ..., ose", 


. the factors, 
. bein theb 


sees tional forms” and: the 
* : leadership. that he will need 
», Out his future plans:’’; :*+: 


Intelligence officers said 
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_has forced his No..1 deputy into’ 


* branch, sources ioe UPI _Wednes- 


_ offered his resignation to Presi-” 
~ dent Carter.ending 24 years in: the 
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_ Turner forcing changes: 


in CIA top brass. 
Washington 
CIA director Stansfield Turner 


‘early retirement and is making’ a : 
“wholesale purge”’ of the spy 
agency’s clandestine operations * 


day. oR or gts 


‘The sources said deputy direc _ 
tor E. Henry Knoche already has. + 


Central Intelligence Agericy. 7" 
’ ‘They said Admiral Turner is is” 1 
seeking early retirement from: ‘at. 
least 20 members of the GIA’s* #3 
clandestine operations section, in- 
cluding the two top men in it —. ..73 
- William Wells and Theodere is 
Shackley. : : we 


~ While the CIA had no ‘immediate 
comment on the reports, White... 
House press secretary: Jody Pow- 
ell said Mr. Turner “‘has discussed}! 
his plans with the President, but 

not with bom to every ean 

change.” freee | Bedas arephh 


Jeet 


R0@Q0600040008-3 


“ 


Approved For Release 2005/12/14 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000600040008-3 


nr * ak v2 REL 
i a Rhaara: “Approved For Release 2008/13/14 SCIASP 9 vad tRSDSdOU0Y 0008-3 


a4 


rte Bete uh, 'R 


Pe ei ieied a ‘seen! by seals oF tie 
d Clandestine Operations Directorate.“ 
arter ‘was ‘ “ ': He requested the early retirement | 
rap of. William Wells and. Theodore | 
ATS J% Schakley, :the. two. top nren‘in- the« 
: KNOCHE RAN the bias as‘acting’* Deputy Directorate of Operations —~- 
- director In the interim before eaeeh the CIA branch that handles clandes- | 
: itook over in February. .{ See on ‘tine - adele git tite Malet Toe | 
oo veterans and. one unconfirmed report 
“The gourcés sald"Knoche has. a0 is gnid they are resisting the’ pres‘are 
to retire. Py : a 
4° In. addition ‘sink: "20 fuemb< of: 
¥ ‘ithe directorate were in effect gesed | 


Sto: resign via the: early’ retirement. 


tog 
foee 


United Press tntornational : j pointes of fred peas ‘Gera 
‘Ora Director Stansfield Turner has. 4 R.\Ford,: resigned: After..C 

bes the early retiremant of his Nox a elebted, rae : 

1 deputy and is moving against some j: eae 
20 top members of the: agency's’ 
clandestine operations department, 
Informed sources sald today.:, Big ta 


: There was no official confiriaation 
from the CIA itself: : f “ready.” tendered. his.’ resignation» 
. The . sources , “ghia * that: ikdm,  Cartetj: Wformalit “required since} 
‘Turner, in what ‘appeared to. be’ d2:the-post of deputy. CIA director is b 
major reshuffle, had: requested the ,- presidential nomination and, ‘also, r 
resignation via ‘early retirement of juires. Senate abproval. ein mah 
‘EB, Henry (Hank): Khoche, ‘his. 52-2°\ The. @durées ‘isaid that; Tenn” 
‘year-old deputy, who only in January {2 McMahon;,now iri;the administrative °. 
recelved President Carter’s. highest action of CIA but: who;also former! 
civilian award for. distinguished civil -was- in the,¢elandestine; directorate, 
Service, ee “has bean: selected , by. Turnet. to. re 
Knoche, a sence navy veletan’ a lace Knoche? rd 
World War II and Korea, joined the "The exact: a. ‘for ; “ Rnoche's \ director in 1973 after Richard M.* 
CIA in 1953 and was confirmed as “forced : early. retirement wete. not, ‘Helms was removed in the first wave} 
oe to CIA Director George: Bush of clear but a pattern was evident in the » “of. ‘exposures ‘of questionable | activities by: the : 
Me My eee See ea “ agency both at. home and abroad. =i" 4 
} £Until Knoche is formally replaced, Turner will, 
: ‘be without a chief deputy. < 
‘: ‘Adm. Daniel J. Murphy, ‘who had been 1 a “deputy | i 
director since March 1976, was recently tr | 


a oe we 
SIF. CONFIRMED, the scope of the: 
yi move would be reminiscent of whole-.j 

‘gale “early retirements’) ordered by*j 
“James R.? ‘Schlesinger. + when, he: 
served for’ & few months - assCIA\s 


: 


ferred to the Pentagon as staff adviser ‘on intelli- 
gence to Defense Secretary Harald Brown. -~. - -. 
‘Turner, a former Naval Academy classmate of | 
Carter, insisted on and succeeded in retaining his ; 
admiral’s rank when he accepted the PEoe a 
nomination as intelligence chief. 

Until the current. changes. Turner, had | Britt 
‘cautiously in reorganizing the Gia = see ot > | 
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